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3 lrebruary 1960

MEMORANDUM I"OR TIE DI FCTOR
SUBJECT: Situation i1 Coicutta Considered in Light of
Porthcoming Blections (1961-1962)
1. There is & volume of educated opinion which i0lds
that the Comrminisis 4.1 Weot Dengal will make a poor siowlag

in the elections of 1)6L-1062,

)
‘-

However =his nmay be for rural West Bengal, tihe
case of Calcutta woull scun o deserve speclal abtention.
a. The vroblens of udemploymeat, general rpoverty,

Ky

and the mumber a:ad conditioA of the refugees rarnai..

i

be Tt iz rerwrtod that the. city's water supoly

is fast becoming o rave proolem,’

e, It is know: that the river aecess to the port

off Calecutta ic siiti.yy up,

d. Tt aprears tnalt aeither the eity nor the

State of West e wn has the abllity to cope, ncr
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is the Indian naticnel covernment likely to lay oub
the necessary sesoI'Cuis

c. Will not tiie  cconomic deterioration inhercnt
11 this sitvation beueflt the Communist cause in

1961-1.5627

SHERMAN KENIT
Ansistant Director
Nationel Estimates
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